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Introduction
This bibliography was developed for the purpose of conducting a content analysis of
Korean language scholarly publications (primarily journal articles) that explore issues of
religion and spirituality in social welfare (up through 2007). Please see the following
article for details on methodology and findings:

Kim, Kyung Mee and Canda, Edward R. (2009). Spirituality and social work
scholarship in Korea: A content analysis. Korean Journal of Social Welfare Studies,
40(2), 203-225.

Description of the bibliographic search process for books

Searches were conducted of the largest online bookstore in Korea (Kyobo) by
examining titles for mention of a specific religion, religion in general, or spirituality in
general in relation to social work or social welfare. Twenty-nine book titles explicitly
mentioned a religion or spirituality in general in relation to social work or social welfare
between 1983 to 2007. Among these, eight books addressed issues pertaining to
multiple religions and social work. Sixteen out of the 29 books were written about
Christian social work. Five books focused on Buddhist social work.

Description of the bibliographic search process for articles

All articles in the databases were found through DBPIA and Koreanstudies Information
Service System (KISS), which are the biggest electronic Korean databases of journals.
These databases include articles published in academic journals or in non-academic



magazines. This study includes only articles published in peer-reviewed journals. Key
terms in the search were: ‘religion’ (jonggyo) and ‘social work’ (sahoesa-eob) or
‘welfare’ (bogji); Buddhism (bulgyo) and social work or welfare; Christianity
(gidoggyo) or Catholic (cheonjugyo or katolik) and social work or welfare;
Confucianism (yugyo) and social work or welfare; Won Buddhism (won bulgyo) and
social work or welfare; and spirituality (yeong seong) and social work or welfare;
shamanism (musok) and social work or social welfare. Because the term “welfare”
(bogji) is more popular than “social work,” (sahoesa-eob) both terms were used for
searching. In this database, there are 22 articles related to Buddhism, including 11
related to Won Buddhism. There are 26 articles related to Christianity (including only
one from a Catholic perspective). The articles in Church Social Work were not included
in this database. There are 3 articles related to Confucianism. There are 11 articles that
addressed religious diversity or spirituality in an inclusive sense.

e Thanks to Ms. Jinwoon Yang, Ph.D. Candidate, Hallym University School of
Social Welfare, Chuncheon, Korea, for assistance with translation of the
introduction while she was a Visiting Scholar at the University of Kansas in
2010.
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